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Matter

0 Rainbow Strecamers

Experiment 1

Matter has observable properties—density of various liquids.
What will happen if you mix liquids of different densities?

What to Do:
1. Fill one jar with water.
2. Pour a little bit of cooking oil into a small paper cup.

3. Drop several drops of food coloring (of different colors)
into the oil.

4. Quickly stir the oil with a fork so that the colors speckle
the oil.

5. Pour the oil on top of the water and observe.

Let's Talk About It:

The food coloring is made mostly of water, which is denser
than oil. The oil continues to float on top of the water in the
bottle. However, the colors are heavier, and they fall down
into the water, making streamers of colors.

Teacher Tips:
You may want to assign an art extension of the activity
on page 25.
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